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WILLIAM AND MABT COLLEGE IN THE EEVOLUTION. 

Williamsburg, August 22, 1777 ( Virginia Gazette). — The pro- 
fessors and students of William and Mary College, agreeable to an 
act of the last Assembly, have formed themselves into a military 
company, who are to do duty with the militia of this city, and 
have appointed the following officers, viz. : Eev. James Madison, 
captain; Granville Smith, first lieutenant; William Nelson, Jr., 
second lieutenant, and Daniel Pitzhugh, ensign. The Governor 
and council have appointed Thomas Nelson, Jr., Esq., brigadier 
general of the militia in this State. 

On Friday last, the 15tb of August, being the day of the founda- 
tion of William and Mary College, after prayer and a sermon by 
Mr. Madison, recommending industry in the pursuit of science, 
and setting forth the advantages with which it might be here prose- 
cuted, two orations were delivered — the first in Latin, by Mr. 
Heath, upon the utility of sciences, the other in English, by Mr. 
William Nelson, in which he discussed, to the great satisfaction of 
many learned gentlemen who favored the college with their pre- 
sence, the question, What form of government is most favorable to 
public virtue and the arts and sciences ? 



WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE. 

Its Antiquities. 

This college is the only American college which received its 
charter from the crown, under the seal of the privy council. 

It was the only college, English or American, that received a 
grant of arms from the Heralds' College. Thus, in the Encyclo- 
paedia Heraldica, William Berry, London, is a representation of 
the arms: 

"Virginia College: Vert, a college or edifice ar. maisoned ppr, 
in chief the rising sun or, the hemisphere of the third; granted 
May 14, 1694." (See, also, Burke and Papworth.) Thus, the col- 
lege colors are "gold, green, and silver." Mr. J. H. Buck, of the 
Gorham Manufacturing Company, silversmiths, Broadway, New 
York, has written me on this subject, and the following is an ex- 
tract from his letter: 

"I know of no grant of arms to any other American college. 
Woodward (Ecc'l Heraldry, 1894) says: 'The coats-of-arms now 
borne for the several colleges are, as will hereafter appear, mostly 



